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October 28, 2019 

Federal Election Commission 
Attn.: Esther Gyory, Acting Assistant General Counsel 
1050 First Street NE 
Washington, DC 20463 

Re: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

Dear Ms. Gyory: 

I submit this comment on behalf of the Perkins Coie LLP Political Law Group in response to the 
Federal Election Commission’s (the “FEC’s” or the “Commission’s”) Notification of 
Availability regarding a petition for rulemaking on reporting for the national party committees’ 
segregated party accounts. This comment is not submitted on behalf of any client, but instead is 
submitted as practitioners with extensive experience with the specific types of entities affected 
by the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 (“FECA”) and the amendments to FECA by the 
Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015 (the “Appropriations Act”). In 
sum, it is inappropriate for the Commission to engage in a rulemaking on one small sliver of the 
issues concerning the national party committee segregated accounts, without providing at least 
basic guidance regarding the overall operation and use of the accounts themselves.  

On January 8, 2016, we submitted a separate petition for rulemaking with the Commission (the 
“2016 Petition”) asking the Commission to do just that. Specifically, we requested that the 
Commission adopt new, and revise its current, regulations to implement amendments to the 
FECA made by the Appropriations Act. The 2016 Petition is attached as Exhibit A to this 
comment and is incorporated by reference in full herein.1 As outlined in the 2016 Petition, many 
Commission regulations are now obsolete, or need to be amended, in light of the Appropriations 
Act. Entirely new regulations are also warranted to provide clarity on what the FEC considered 
to be a permissible use of the funds in each of the national party committees segregated accounts. 
We outlined which regulations should be added or amended in the 2016 Petition, and regulations 
on reporting was part of that request. Our position on the need for comprehensive new and 
amended regulations on the segregated party accounts remains the same and we again call for the 
FEC to issue full guidance on all areas of the law on the national party committees’ segregated 
accounts.   

                                                 
1 On October 7, 2016, the Commission issued a Notice of Availability requesting comments to that petition. Fed. 
Election Comm’n, Rulemaking Petition: Implementing the Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations 
Act, 2015, 81 Fed. Reg. 69722 (Oct. 7, 2016). But, as far as we are aware, the Commission has not issued any 
proposed regulations in response to that petition or any comments received related to it. 
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It is nonsensical for the Commission to undertake a rulemaking on reporting related to the 
national party committees’ segregated accounts without first, or simultaneously, providing 
guidance about what expenses may be paid from those accounts in the first place. Doing 
otherwise will create confusion to the regulated community and the public. Obviously, the 
contours of how funds may permissibly be raised into the accounts, what those funds may be 
used for, how expenses may be allocated across accounts, and other such issues are inexorably 
linked to the reporting rules concerning the accounts.  

We reiterate and adopt all the suggestions in our 2016 Petition herein and urge the Commission 
to adopt a comprehensive set of regulations on the national party committees’ segregated 
accounts that provides much needed guidance on these accounts. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Marc E. Elias 
Chair 
Perkins Coie LLP Political Law Group 
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